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8th Annual Recognition Dinner
oCounting on

On Saturday, May 15, Special awards were given to
POWER 4 Youth students, Vanessa Nava, Student of the
mentors, family and friends Year and Raquel Rascon,
gathered at Grace First PresMentor of the Year. Addi-
byterian Church for an eve- tional awards went to Ana
ning of entertainment and Moreno (mentor) for out-
awards celebrating the 2009standing service, Anthony
10
on the
at the 8th Annual Recogni- (student) for most improved
tion Dinner, highlighting the reading. Kristen Branes,
past year, while looking to Alex Zambrano and Jayme
the future for the students Van Cleef also were awarded
and the mentoring organiza-scholarships to continue their
tion. education as they graduate
from high school this year...
The program included a deli-
cious catered dinner by SpePOWER 4 Youth thanks eve-
cialized Catering, a keynote ryone who purchased or
address from Edgar Salgadesponsored a table, allowing
of the Census Bureau our students to attend event
(foll owi ng t hfa fred.cSpacial thanksga
theme), awards, a slide showut to Supervisor Don
highlighting participants of Knabe, Union Bank Down-
the past year, and lots of  town Long Beach, The Law
prizes. A highlight of the  Firm of Kauth, Pomeroy,
evening was special harp  Peck and Bailey, Capital
music by graduating senior Source Bank Long Beach for
Kristen Branes. their sponsorship support.
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Mission

POWER 4 Youth provides academic
mentoring for struggling students by
connecting youth with caring adult
mentors. POWER 4 Youth helps
at-risk middle and high school youth
to do better in school by addressing
the issues that are keeping the stu-
dents from doing their best, and moti-
vating them to be good citizens of the
community.
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A Word from the Program Assistant
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the school year ends and
recall all of the moments of the year. | withessed all of the
successes of the year as they unfolded. We can now cele-
brate the students and mentors for their jobs well done.
The anticipated goals were
happy to know that 44 students became a little better at
somet hing they werendt a yes
cation of the mentors and students, but it also the persever-
ance from Val, our program coordinator to not give up.

Even when times get hard she shakes off her worries and
goes for what she knows. | also applaud the wonderful
individuals who donate and volunteer their time and

money to the prografthank you for giving to our pro-

gram. And we had a chance to acknowledge everyone at

our Recognition Dinner (see page 1). Again thank you to
everyone that helped make the dinner one to remember.
Everyone had a great time! This school year ended with

great success, and the 2allDschool year awaits us with

even greater possibilities!
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Thoughts
from Val

As we wind down the program
year, | thank everyone who
continues to volunteer, donate, :
and support POWER 4 Youtheled on some great field trips
and mentoring. During the like the metro trip to the Kings
20092010 program year we game and a special tour and
have served more youth thandinner at the Museum of Latin
in recent years (45), with sev-American Art. Pairs have read
eral new pairs already set to some good books and jour-
begin in September! It is goodaled some great stories. The
to know that we are doing  recognition dinner had the
something that youth want ankrgest participation by our
need, and we are so happy testudents and mentors ever.
be able to reach more youth (And planned by them, too!)
through mentoring, to make aMeanwhile, true lifdearning
real difference in more lives. going on behind each of these
activities!
We are also happy that organi-
zationally and financially we This is a mixeeblessing,
are doing well. After embark-though. The true measure of
ing on the adventure of sepa-our success, as a program ang
rating from the church nearly as a society, will be when
two years ago, it is very goodyoung people will not need to
to know that others also valugeach out to formal programs
what we do enough to supporto find the help and support
us with donations and ser- they need to be successful. It
vices. Of course, like most will be a truly great day when
small nonprofits at this time irall of our youth naturally have
our economy, it is still a pre- the resources available to help
carious time, but as we ap- them to reach their dreams,
proach the two yearmarkaswhen t her-ei 2k @
our own agency, we are glad populations to tend to. But
to know we can count on the until then, we are here to as-
community to keep us going. sist!

Programmatically, this has
been a good

Val Parker,
y Brégfam Cooldigafov € t r

Make a donation today.

Notes From the
President

If you ask how long POWER 4
Youth (P4Y) has been in existence, there are actually two an-
swers to your question. The first answer is P4Y began as a
churchrelated organization more than 10 years ago. As such, its
staff was supervised by the church, its finances were run thriough
the church accounts, and its payroll was handled by the chufch.
The church structure also provided the legal-posfit basis for
P4Y.

The second answer to your age question is that P4Y has begn in
existence for slightly over a year and a half. About 18 montips
ago a decision was made that it was the appropriate time fof P4Y
to become a completely separate and sefficient entity. That
meant that P4Y had to obtain its own 501c3-paofit status,

recruit a board of directors, arrange for bookkeeping and payroll
services, and obtain an appropriate insurance policy (among
other things). Bylaws and operating procedures had to be writ-
ten, of course, and all this had to be done pretty much at thg
same time while keeping the actual program running. As you
might imagine, there were some stresses and strains during|this
time.

I'tés appropriate now to take
along with Val and Maisha have done. We have a functioning
board of directors, a 501C3 certificate, and good corporate sup-
port from local businesses and foundations. But by far our most
important accomplishment is that we have continued to serve the
struggling area youth by providing sorely needed mentoring [and
oversight so that they can become better students and citizgns.
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So Happy Birthday to our ongear old, and Thank You to all
our volunteers, both past and present, who have helped us
to where we are now.
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Reggie Gates, President

Enclosed is my tax

Name

-deductible donation of (circle): $50, $15, $100, other $

Phone

Address City

Zip email

607 E. 3 " St., Long Beach CA 90802.

Please make checks out to POWER 4 Youth. POWER 4 Youth is a tax exempt non

-profit. Mail gifts to: POWER 4 Youth,

Your help is needed.



Congratulations to Our
val, Graduating Seniors!

d Alex Jayme Van Cleef

Will attend Long Beach City
College

Thanks agaih

Marcia an

i

Kristen Branes
Will attend University of
California Irvine

CONGRATULATIONS
TOALLTHE 2010
RECOGNITION DINNER
AWARD WINNERS!

Best attendance, student
Anthony Parks

o

iAbove and Beyond

Ana Moreno Alex Zambrano
Plans to start his own business.

fiBehind the Sceneso volunteers .
. About our Mentorséfrom our
Board members Jennifer Tellers, Joyce

Blasnek, Reggie Gates, Steven iMy mentor Mark is outstanding. Hebd
Nottingham and Tommy Tso who is always focused on reaching goals and always
wanting to top and meet them all. | learned determina-
. tion from him and bettering my orga
Most Improved Reading organized and a good example in

Zulema Alvarez
fiDenis takes time out of his busy d

homewor kéhe also helps me build a ¢
Student of the Year for life ahead. So far he has helped me get out of two
Vanessa Nava fights using the power of wordsésSo
that, and since |

6ve been with him
sponsi bl e. o
Mentor of the Year
Raquel Rascon iJamie has helped me a | ot. Not
cally throughout school but whenever | have a problem
or difficulty | am never afraid to tell her and we always
seem to get though them. Jamie is awesome and has
really made a difference in my life and deserves the

credit for all of her hard wo

Do you know a place? POWER 4 Youth is looking to add a new site this fall to better serve our growing
numbers. If you know of a church that might be willing to host us, please give us a call at 562435-2352.
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